
BC 1340   -   Di Bishop Papers  

 

1. Social work 

a. (1975) Correspondence, minutes etc re  

i. a joint seminar of the professional social workers’ associations 

of the Western Cape, and  

ii. the establishment of the Western Cape Society for Social 

Workers   

b. (1976) Correspondence, minutes, pressclippings etc re  

i. the Society for Social Workers (Western Cape) 

ii. the White Social Workers’ Association of South Africa 

c. (1977) correspondence, minutes, statements etc re 

i. White paper for social welfare (Republic of South Africa 1977) 

ii. The Society for Social Workers (Western Cape) 

d. (1978) correspondence, minutes etc of the Society for Social 

Workers (Western Cape), including reference to the possible 

establishment of a national social workers’ body 

e. (1979) correspondence, minutes etc of the Society for Social 

Workers (Western Cape), including references to the election of 

members of the Council for Social and Associated Workers, and 

continued progress in the proposed establishment of a national social 

workers’ body 

f. (1980) 

i. minutes of meeting of the Society for Social Workers (Western 

Cape) of 8 April 1980;  memoranda and statements related to 

professional social workers, including proposed national body 

and proposed stay-aways;  pressclippings and notes  

ii. file labelled  Social Work ii, 1st semester 1980, containing notes 

etc relevant to the Department of Applied Sociology in Social 

Work at the University of Cape Town, and also brochures on the 

universal declaration of human rights, and about the 

Dependants’ Conference of the South African Council of 

Churches  

iii. programme, notes etc regarding the Symposium on community 

work presented by the Social Workers’ Society in Durban in May 

1980 

g. (1981) correspondence, minutes, reports, statements, 

pressclippings etc relevant to the Society for Social Workers (Western 

Cape), including references to the salaries and structuring of social 

workers’ posts; annual report of the Society for Social Workers of 

South Africa; brochure published in 1981 by the Council for Social and 

Associated Workers (CSAW): Nature and function of the CSAW   

h. (1982) correspondence, minutes, reports, statements, 

pressclippings etc relevant to the Society for Social Workers (Western 

Cape), including references to the election of members of CSAW, the 

Commission of enquiry into the situation of farm labourers and 

domestic workers, and the manpower crisis in social work;  newsletter 

of (CSAW), the annual report of the Society for Social Workers of 

South Africa and a flyer (in Afrikaans) for a conference in October 

1982: the relationship between social work and social change, 

arranged by the Society for Social Workers 



i. (1983 – 1985)  minutes of meeting of the Society for Social 

Workers (Western Cape)  for 18 August 1983, and pressclipping (April 

1984) re call to unify welfare services; Newsletter 1/1984 of CSAW; 

annual reports of the Society of Social Workers of South Africa 1982 – 

1984; various other pressclippings and reports (dated 1985) relevant 

to social work and the position of social workers in the contemporary 

political context  

j. (1986 - 1987) reports/newsletters from the Western Cape 

Society for Social Workers, Nicro, the Nyanga Welfare Centre, the 

HSRC, the National Council of Women of  South Africa, Durban Indian 

Child and Family Welfare Society, the Concerned Social Workers, and 

the University of the Western Cape; papers by Adam Small, Sandra 

Burman and C C Jinabhai with relevant correspondence; address by Di 

Bishop to AGM of SHAWCO; programme and ms notes: Groote Schuur 

Hospital social workers’ symposium; minutes of Volks Hospital board 

meeting with ms notes on reverse; material re Social Work studies at 

UWC and University of the Witwatersrand; material re the possibly 

negative effects of the proposed Divorce Amendment Bill; 

pressclippings re (inter alia) the possibility that government might 

privatize and racially differentiate social welfare services; material re 

the crisis in social work and plans for a symposium: Social welfare … at 

the crossroads; government material re social welfare policy; ms notes 

on discussions at ad hoc meetings on social policy; etc 

k. (1988 – 1990) pamphlet (with ts drafts): “Behind the new 

welfare policy  -  a guide for social workers produced by social 

workers” (Cape Town February 1988); ms notes on meetings mainly to 

discuss social welfare policy; pressclippings on the emergency 

regulations, social welfare policy  etc;  paper by F Lund (January 1990) 

on privatization and welfare in South Africa; questionnaire (February 

1990) from the Department of Planning and Provincial Affairs, via the 

Welfare Advisory Council for Black Communities, about child and adult 

guidance centres at universities etc 

l. Ethics and constitutions: Copies of variously dated and undated 

codes of ethics, and constitutions, produced by several different 

associations of social workers etc 

m. Undated material: various undated items, ts and ms, broadly 

related to social work and its context 

n. Government circulars: consolidated circular 29 (June 1966), circular 

65/78 (May 1978 ),  and circular 6/87 (February 1987) 

2. Progressive Federal Party 

a. Stellenbosch election campaign 1982 

i. Pressclippings 

ii. Photographs, correspondence, memoranda, election flyers, 

letters to the press, pressclippings, etc 

iii. Information about students at Stellenbosch University and 

copies of local newspapers covering the election 

iv. Election flyers, ms notes for speeches, correspondence etc 

b. General information about the PFP  (please note that the original 

arrangement of these papers has generally been maintained) 

i. 1978 – 1981 includes: party constitution; report-back 

statements to Pinelands constituency by Ken Andrew; research 

regarding “marginal” areas; pressclippings, ms notes, election 



flyers, correspondence re 1981 elections, especially Gardens 

constituency; PFP Federal Congress 1981, etc 

ii. 1982 - 1984  includes: correspondence re Gardens 

constituency; pressclippings; texts of addresses (eg on KTC by 

Di Bishop); ms notes on research, lectures etc; updated PFP 

constitution and publicity material; records of party meetings; 

articles by and correspondence about a German visitor to Cape 

Town; NP leaflet; correspondence with US Consul General in 

successful attempt, with Molly Blackburn, to assist an Eastern 

Cape political activist obtain a visa to study in the USA (cf 

pressclippings 1983); and statistical information (?1982) 

produced by the Centre for Applied Social Science at the 

University of Natal, regarding political trends,  etc 

iii. 1985 – 1986 includes: ms notes, correspondence, publications 

etc about PFP policy and projects; notes for speech at Gardens 

constituency report-back meeting; information about contact 

with various institutions in the Cape Town area; copies of 

correspondence re arrest of Molly Blackburn and Di Bishop in 

Fort Beaufort; reports on and correspondence about 

parliamentary debates; correspondence re events in the 

eastern Cape, including a case heard in Cradock: The State vs 

D Bishop and M Blackburn; correspondence and related items 

re successful attempt to obtain South African travel documents 

(not a Transkeian passport) for a student to attend a youth 

conference in Nairobi 

iv. 1979 – 1987  (labelled PFP) contains: pressclippings, 

correspondence, political party material, including joint 

statement by the ANC and PFP after meeting in Lusaka ; 

material re the Gardens and  Stellenbosch constituencies, and 

material connected with membership of the Provincial Council  

v. 1981  (labelled PFP – Prov Council) contains: correspondence, 

memoranda, administrative material about membership of the 

Provincial Council, etc 

vi. 1981  (labelled Gardens and press) contains press statements, 

letters to the press, copies of addresses to various meetings, 

related to the election campaign and its outcome 

vii. 1979 – 1982  (labelled Speakers’ notes) contains a compilation 

of 147 pages, dated approximately 1981, reflecting PFP policy , 

and loose items consisting of:  policy statements; the report 

(1979) of the constitutional committee of the PFP (text in 

Afrikaans); party pamphlets; information about land policy 

(1981); questions asked in Parliament and report on Parliament 

for 1982  

viii. c1982 – 1985  (labelled  PFP Caucus)  contains: articles about 

the PFP, notes for speeches, correspondence, and items 

published by anti-apartheid organizations, eg UDF 

ix. c1985   contains information about the debate within the PFP 

regarding the possibility of participating in elections to the 

House of Delegates and the House of Representatives : 

statements, proposals, correspondence, pressclippings etc 

x. c1982 – 1985 (labelled PFP education) contains: pressclippings, 

reports by PFP Advisory Committee on Education, ms notes etc 

regarding education 



xi. c1982 – 1985 (labelled PFP hospitals) contains: pressclippings, 

material related to questions raised in the Provincial Council, 

publications by government and by NGOs, notes for talks given 

by Di Bishop on health-related matters etc 

3. Education and libraries 

i. (c1981 – 1985)  pressclippings, correspondence, official 

statements, journals etc, mostly in connection with libraries, 

but with some references to education as well 

ii. (c1980 – 1987) contains: monthly review (in Afrikaans, dated 

January 1987) from RAU’s Sentrum vir die ondersoek na 

rewolusionere bedrywighede; material used in awareness 

workshop with school pupils; pressclippings; material about 

Trafalgar High School, District Six; reports from the PFP 

National advisory committee on education and other fact 

sheets;  statements/flyers from opponents of  government 

education policy; reference to the Nyanga Adult Education 

Centre; Grassroots education trust, academic freedom 

statement from UCT, protest meetings at UWC; Mowbray inter-

race group on the report of the HSRC investigation into 

education; compilation (dated 1980?) by Social Work students 

(Di Bishop’s tutorial group) on the South African education 

system and its context 

iii. (c1981 -  1984) including correspondence, pressclippings, 

statements etc about the choice of textbooks for school pupils; 

material re the SATA and SAOU; Department of Education, 

Cape Province: conditions of service for teachers, and circulars; 

syllabus outline for the subject Youth preparedness;  education-

related issues raised in the Provincial Council; material re Good 

Hope Seminary and Port Elizabeth Teachers’ College 

iv. (c1982 - 1985) information about, and interaction of Di Bishop 

with, educational institutions in the Gardens constituency and 

beyond, eg Nazareth House, Marist Brothers School, St Johns 

Hostel etc; folder labelled: Education CPA – correspondence; 

folder labelled: Education CPA – questions; pressclippings, ms 

notes, published items re education generally 

4. Brian Bishop 

i. (c 1977 – 1991) Photographs of Brian and Di Bishop, 

photographs taken at Brian Bishop’s funeral, order of service 

for his funeral, and tributes to him, and to Molly Blackburn; 

letters of sympathy and family greeting cards etc  

ii. (c 1981 – 1985) Statements, ms notes, submissions and letters 

of protest (and replies) about government policy; texts of 

speeches, pressclippings; correspondence about the charges 

against Molly Blackburn and Di Bishop, about the teargassing of 

the Bishops’ home; letters to the press, correspondence with 

members of various organizations, eg churches, Chamber of 

Commerce, SAIRR, government officials etc 

iii. (1982 – 1986)  (Labelled Civil Rights League) Minutes of 

meetings 1982 – 1985 (not full run); correspondence with 

government officials and others; pressclippings, etc 

5. Black Sash (1980 – 1990) contains: references to written and verbal 

attacks on the Black Sash and its members, particularly Molly Blackburn and 



Di Bishop; papers and addresses by Di Bishop on various topics/occasions, 

eg, work of the Black Sash, Government’s policy re Western Cape as a 

Coloured labour preference area, detention of Sandra Stewart, meeting at St 

George’s Cathedral protesting against the presence of police in schools,  

meeting of ECC at Sea Point discussing the Social effects of war, accepting 

posthumous freedom award on behalf of Molly Blackburn from the A Philip 

Randolph Institute;  Black Sash circulars, discussion papers etc; material 

about workshops with children; translation of declarations by Ama Afrika; 

education report to regional council of Black Sash etc 

6. United Democratic Front (UDF) (1983 – 1985) contains: newsletters, fact 

sheets, flyers, publications, pressclippings, etc 

7. KTC (1983 – 1986) contains: pressclippings, statements etc re KTC 

8. Cradock (The following folders contain material generally reflecting the 

work done by Di Bishop, Molly Blackburn and others in Cradock. The original 

folders, labelling and arrangement have been retained. It should be noted 

that the material in each of these folders is closely inter-connected and 

overlaps with the contents of the other folders in Section 8.) 

i. Cradock (c 1984 – 1992) contains: letter from Molly Blackburn 

to Di Bishop (28 July 1984) covering pressclippings sent to 

update Di on events in Cradock,  and mentioning various other 

politically-related events in the region; photographs; 

correspondence, both official and personal, re visits to Matthew 

Goniwe in prison; ms notes, extracts from parliamentary 

reports etc 

ii. Cradock II   (1985 – 1986) pressclippings, ms notes, 

correspondence, statements regarding events in Cradock; 

folder labelled “Cradock memorandum”, containing a ts paper 

entitled “Cradock  -  a case history of social unrest”  -   author 

and date not indicated. 

iii. (c1985 – 1990) Cradock Residents’ Delegation  -  Rent/ service 

charge  -   survey  contains: pressclippings, correspondence, 

statements, personal accounts of events, “copy of Mathew 

Goniwe’s speech to Black Sash National conference in his own 

handwriting March 1985 PE”, statistics re income and rents in 

Lingelihle; official communications, records of meetings, etc 

iv. (c1983 - 1992) labelled Matthew Goniwe contains: text of 

speech by Brian Bishop at UDF rally in Athlone in honour of the 

Cradock Four, tributes to Matthew Goniwe, statements, 

personal accounts of events, presscuttings etc, regarding the 

work of Matthew Goniwe and the events preceding and 

subsequent to his death (cf pressclippings 1992) 

v. (1985) Labelled Forensic reports contains: material regarding 

the investigations into the deaths of the Cradock Four carried 

out by the Legal Resources Centre, David Klatzow of 

Independent Forensic Consultants and pathologists van 

Drimmelen, Grobler and partners; letter from Helen Zille 

regarding  campaign to raise funds to provide a reward for 

information regarding the deaths of the Cradock Four; Azapo 

flyer; notes for address by Di Bishop in memory of Cradock 

Four; notification of UDF rally in memory of the Cradock Four;  

order of service and hymn sheet for memorial service for the 

Cradock Four; pressclippings  etc    



vi. (c1982 - 1988 ) (labelled  Cradock pending) contains: reports 

by Mrs N Goniwe about community projects undertaken by her 

before and after she was employed by the Institute of  Social 

Development at UWC; report on the Cradora advice office; 

reference to an exhibition of wire cars at the South African 

Museum, which included work done by children from Cradock;  

information about the Ecological Children’s Clubs Organization; 

three items all dated 1982: copy of inaugural address at the 

University of the Western Cape by Willem van Vuuren; paper 

read by Pieter Le Roux of the UWC Institute for Social 

Development: Maatskaplike structure, menswaardigheid en die 

verskynsel van armoede in die Suid-Afrikaanse konteks; 

conference paper by HW van der Merwe: Die invloed van sosio-

economic toestande en verstedeeeliking van die Swartman op 

die politieke ontwikkeling van die Republiek  

vii. (c1984 – 1986) (labelled Arrest Cradock 23/10/84) contains: 

Items re the arrest of Molly Blackburn and Di Bishop at Cradock 

and their subsequent trial in the Cradock Magistrate’s court;  

pressclippings, correspondence, statements, including a 

statement by Brian Bishop to the Daily Mail; also contains some 

pressclippings about the death of Brian Bishop 

viii. Folder labelled White history containing  publications, 

brochures, pressclippings and tourist information about 

Cradock’s history, from an exclusively white perspective 

ix. (1984 – 1986) (labelled Cradock statements) contains letter 

from the police to Rev H S Marawu (19 February 1986) and 

copies of sworn statements made by the following people: 

 Lhase Mlungisi Maseti  9 January 1985 

 Mabhutise Mboniswa   5 February 1985 

 Jane Nobomvu Kwatshana  5 February 1985 

 Clara Notobile Mnyani   5 February 1985 

 Sana Nodlumbulo Dakuse  5 February 1985 

 Nkosinathi Alfred Dakuse  5 February 1985 

 William Zaphukile Jacobs  5 February 1985 

 Xolile Mjongile   5 February 1985 

 Petesi Walter Mvandaba  5 February 1985 

 Thamsanqa Hani   5 February 1985 

 Zodwa Florence Jacobs  5 February 1985 

 Siphiwo Ralarala   5 February 1985 

 Katie Zimela Jacobs   5 February 1985 

 Topsy Mdana    5 February 1985 

 Vusuvmzi   Zoya   6 February 1985 

 Madoda Jacobs (in PE)  January 1985 

 Lena Rasmen    10 August 1985 

 

Also contains copy of an undated letter from Brian Bishop to 

Gerald Shaw, written after the murder of the Cradock Four, 



enclosing a statement which had been made by Sparrow 

Mkonto on 14 June 1984;  brief note about Matthew Goniwe, 

and statement about cells at Mortimer police station; ms draft 

of letter to Dr Viljoen; note from Molly Blackburn to Di Bishop 

and presscuttings re Cradock; memo from John Malcomess to 

Errol Moorcroft re police harassment of  public representatives; 

confidential letter from Franklin Sonn to Di Bishop; brief ms 

aide memoire re events in Cradock and parliamentary questions 

9. Other affidavits / letters  The material in this file covers events in various 

parts of the eastern Cape, including Cradock. Contains:  

 Address by Di Bishop to students at Rhodes 

University, Grahamstown, 29 August 1984 

 Anatomy of a trial: account of the trial in Fort 

Beaufort magistrate’s court of  Gerrit Grobbelaar, 

former police station commander at Fort Beaufort, 

on eight counts of  assault  - found not guilty (1987) 

 Report by Justice J W Smalberger about his official  

visit to the North End Jail, Port Elizabeth etc, with 

annexures, including a memorandum on the 

Grahamstown prison, by Judge J D Cloete (1985) 

 Article published in the SA Outlook (July 1985): 

Report from the eastern Cape by Di Bishop, and the 

editorial  in the same issue, entitled “Emergency 

again”, with a covering letter dated May 1992 from 

Di Bishop to Judy Chalmers 

 Letter from Judy Chalmers (17 May 1986), enclosing 

statements by Nancy Soyeyo and Sandy Stewart 

regarding events at a funeral on 20 April 1986 etc  

 Letter re smear campaign against Builders’ 

Warehouse in Port Elizabeth because Mkhuseli Jack 

was a member of staff (May 1986) 

 two ms notes by Di Bishop (1987);  

 Extract (from unidentified Government Gazette?) re 

the manner of dealing with a convicted juvenile   

 Copies of statements by / information about the 

following people (dated between 1984 and 1989): 

Smally Maqunqo (New Brighton); Thomas Mkonto 

(Cradock); Alicia Ngese (de Aar); Annie Gilbert ( 

Graaff Reinet), Marie Qomoyi (Graaff Reinet), Lena 

Rasmen (Cradock); Bernard Loggenberg 

(Kraaifontein); Siphiwo Ralarala (Cradock); Mlati 

(East London); Zolile Twana (Despatch); Steven Toyi 

Brown (Uitenhage); Xolo Dastile (Cradock); Xolani 

Mpinda (Cradock); John Ntsali Sindelo (Cradock); 

statement headed “The day they come to me”, with 

a pressclipping headed “He saw too much”  about 

George Yalolo (Aberdeen); letter to Mr A Goniwe 

from Di Bishop re Themba Njokweni (Cradock), 

enclosing a copy of the latter’s statement; case in 

industrial court involving A S Skweyiya (Cradock); 



Rev Mvane Dandala (Methodist); Nomaledi Tyuka 

(Port Alfred); Thokile Cecil Gqolodashe (Port Alfred) 

10.   Arrest  - New Brighton – Port Elizabeth  (December 1982 – 

January 1983) contains copies of official documents, relevant legislation, 

pressclippings; account of the events, entitled Visit to the friendly city,  by 

Brian Bishop; correspondence, including letters of support from the mother of 

a political prisoner, Robert Adam 

11.   Uitenhage – Kwanobuhle (1985) contains: two photographs of an 

unidentified scarred child and pressclippings regarding events in Kwanobuhle; 

information about attempts to locate a missing person, Eric Vulendlela 

Antonie; press statement by Van Zyl Slabbert re Uitenhage and the eastern 

Cape (March 1985); questions in House of Assembly re the actions of police in 

the eastern province (April 1985); brief ms aides memoire re discussions 

about police action (March 1985); folder labelled Press clippings Uitenhage 

March ’85; letter (May 1985) from Molly Blackburn to Andrew Savage 

regarding threats to herself and family and warning of ill-discipline among the 

police in the eastern Cape, and indications that the government was 

supportive of possible attacks on her; a collection of copies of sworn 

statements by victims of police violence in the Uitenhage – Port Elizabeth 

area, and statements by four members of the Black Sash   

12.   Missing PEBCO three and other missing persons  (1985 – 1994) 

contains: pressclippings (1985 – 1994) and correspondence about the missing 

PEBCO leaders, as well as a list of twenty-one names and other items 

regarding various missing persons; reference to the murder of Bathandwa 

Ndondo and statement by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Umtata protesting 

about the violent response by the state to the expression of legitimate 

grievances 

13.   Siphiwo Mtimkulu  file contains pressclippings, official and unofficial 

correspondence, journal articles, photographs etc re the unsolved 

disappearance of Siphiwo Mtimkulu, a COSAS member who disappeared in 

April 1982. Also contains correspondence regarding a television documentary 

film about the disappearance which was made and broadcast in 1996 

14.    De Aar (1985)   contains: Report on visit of Molly Blackburn and Di 

and Brian Bishop to De Aar in June 1985; letter to Brian Bishop from the Revd 

Joseph De Palma S.C.J. of the Diocese of De Aar; correspondence, ms notes 

and pressclippings re events in De Aar; copies of sworn statements by 

residents of De Aar   

15.    Graaff Reinet  contains: presscuttings regarding events in Graaff-

Reinet  and copies of statements from various people, including Mrs B 

Matsolo, about police violence in Graaff-Reinet; ms notes reflecting events in 

the area; ts account by Di Bishop, entitled “Graaff-Reinet” and dated 31 July 

1985  

16.    Unrest  (1983 – 1985) contains: pressclippings about resistance, 

sabotage, etc; pressclippings regarding the army, conscientious objectors etc; 

newsletters produced by the End Conscription Campaign (ECC) (1983 and 

January 1984); ms notes possibly for addresses at meetings of the ECC etc; 

pressclippings re funerals of victims of police violence in the eastern Cape; 

copies of statements by township residents; copy of submission by Wendy Orr 

re assaults on detainees in Port Elizabeth; published and unpublished items re 

violence, unrest etc. 



17.   Teargas / car burning (October and November 1985) contains 

pressclippings, reports, correspondence and letters of support for Brian and Di 

Bishop, as well as  copies of hate-mail to them  

18.   Bhongolethu Oudtshoorn – last statements 28 – 12 – 85  

contains: statements that were taken by Molly Blackburn and Brian Bishop 

shortly before they were killed in a car crash on 28 December 1985, including 

one taken previously in Pearston by Molly Blackburn; previous 

correspondence with Bishop Adams of Oudtshoorn; letters from Di Bishop to 

Helen Suzman and Van Zyl Slabbert in connection with the continuation of 

monitoring work in the eastern Cape; reports on visit to Oudtshoorn, one 

signed by J Chalmers, the other possibly also by J Chalmers; report dated 29 

January 1987, by Denzil Potgieter, on the case: State vs Patrick Manginda 

and seven others in the Cape Town Supreme Court; copies of statements, 

taken in 1985, sent to Wessel Eberson  in  January 1987; various ms notes; 

report by Theresa Solomon on a trip to Oudtshoorn, probably undertaken in 

February 1986, attached to a report by her “to the Dependents Conference on 

WPCC delegation”                                  

19. Health   

i. (1981 - 1985) (labelled Nurses et al) includes: questions raised 

in the Provincial Council, correspondence with government 

officials and others, and records of discussions regarding the 

following: re nursing and hospitals; re the training and 

employment of Black nurses; re salary scales for hospital social 

workers; re medical care of prisoners and detainees; re 

government expenditure on health; re provision of health care 

in Crossroads, Langa, Guguletu, Nyanga, Khayelitsha, etc 

ii. (1980 - 1984 ) material comprising pressclippings, 

correspondence, questions in Provincial Council, statements etc 

re the following issues: investigation into Nightingale Nursing 

College; impact of race laws on nursing appointments; nurses’ 

salaries; crisis in nursing; constitution of the South African 

Nursing Association, etc 

iii. (1984 - 1985) contains: ms notes about a hospitalized prisoner 

chained to his bed in Conradie Hospital and other issues; St 

Monica’s Maternity Hospital’s annual report 1983 / 4 and 

correspondence; messages to and correspondence with 

hospitals and other medical facilities in Cape Town and 

elsewhere; factsheets, articles and pressclippings re hospital-

related matters; material about NAMDA; circulars etc from the 

Provincial Administration and questions asked in the Provincial 

Council; suggestion that a medical faculty be established at the 

University of Port Elizabeth; report on conference of the SA 

Federal Council for rehabilitation of the disabled etc; 

information about the contracts of radiography students; a 

study of medicine compliance of out-patients attending Red 

Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital by J Hollingshead   

iv. (1981 – 1986) contains: minutes of meetings of the Volks 

Hospital board; pressclippings and other references to the 

establishment of Citypark Hospital; questions asked in the 

Provincial Council regarding health and hospital facilities in the 

Gardens constituency; information and communications, 



including circulars, from the Provincial Administration of the 

Cape 

v. Mental Health PE    (1982 – 1984)  includes: pressclippings, 

correspondence and reports connected with a visit by Molly 

Blackburn, Di Bishop and Marius Barnard to psychiatric and 

mental care facilities in Port Elizabeth and other eastern Cape 

centres;  questions asked in the Provincial Council; 

correspondence from the Department of Health and Welfare, 

responding to enquiries about health-care facilities; reports on 

Fort England hospital, Grahamstown, and Tower Hospital, Fort 

Beaufort; December 1982 issue of SASPU Focus etc 

20.    This section comprises files reflecting the work of Di Bishop in widely 

varying fields. The original file labels are used and the original arrangement 

has been maintained. 

i. Churches and politics  (1980 – 1986) relevant pressclippings; 

correspondence and pressclippings re security police activity at 

memorial service for Neil Aggett and again during the 

subsequent Black Sash stand in which Di Bishop participated; 

undated information brochure “A letter to our Polish friends” 

published by the Commission for Justice and Reconciliation of 

the SA Catholic Bishops’ Conference in association with 

international Catholic organizations; pamphlet dated Holy Week 

1983, authored by M Nash: “Getting rid of turbulent priests …” 

re Maseru raid in 1982 and subsequent removal from his post 

of Fr Michael Lapsley; pamphlet, dated 1982, published by the 

SACC: “Jesus Christ the life of the world: a black perspective”, 

by Simon S Maimela; pamphlet published by PACSA 

(Pietermaritzburg Agency for Christian Social Awareness) 

entitled “The cross and the world …” , text of an address given 

by Denis Hurley in Pietermaritzburg in May 1982; PACSA fact 

sheets 4 and 11 (June 1980 and February 1982); text with 

musical notation of Ntsikana’s great hymn (tr J K Bokwe); 

leaflet “The Gospel agenda in global perspective” by Sister 

Marie Augusta Neal; undated leaflet headed “incredible” 

distributed by “the committee of true Anglicans” opposing the 

proposal that Helen Joseph should “lead a sermon” in St 

George’s Cathedral; UPE Focus June 1980: article “Kerk en 

politiek” by Wentzel van Huyssteen 

ii. Housing (1978 – 1985) includes: Report (September 1985) 

from the Cape Town City Engineer’s Department on 

accommodation for the very poor; pressclippings about housing 

in Cape Town, Atlantis, Port Elizabeth, Stellenbosch etc; 

undated pamphlet “The struggle over housing” published by the 

Community Services Unit UDW-SRC (University of Durban-

Westville); statement (May 1978) on “squatters” by Ken 

Andrew, MPC for Pinelands; text of address (March 1981) by 

Colin Eglin, MP, on housing, sectional titles, rent control and 

pensions; programme for the Odyssey festival, April 1982; 

correspondence and pressclippings (1982 – 1984) about 

attempts to preserve the Alabama and Glass theatres;  final 

report (dated September 1979) of the committee appointed by 

the Cape Town City Council to examine behavioural matters 



that cause friction and concern; pressclippings on Crossroads, 

District Six, Mitchell’s Plain, Woodstock, influx control, pass 

laws, home ownership, housing, rented accommodation, 

squatters 

iii. NICRO  (1979 - 1988) includes: minutes of  NICRO’s 

Employers’ Panel meeting, October 1981, addressed by Brian 

Bishop on the problems typically experienced by NICRO’s 

clients;   correspondence and pressclippings regarding jail 

conditions in the eastern Cape and elsewhere; reference to the 

establishment of an autonomous NICRO branch in Tygerberg; 

text of address by Di Bishop at opening of NICRO Community 

House, Mitchell’s Plain, July 1988; correspondence re NICRO’s 

Community service orders project (August 1982); 

pressclippings re the death penalty and a paper by Jill Wentzel 

on the death penalty; undated pamphlet issued by Brian Bishop 

of the Civil Rights League: “The responsibility of judges in 

applying unjust laws in South Africa”; questions asked in the 

House of Assembly; text of address at NICRO seminar, 

February 1979, on the role of penal reform …; ts text in 

Afrikaans, possibly written to Die Burger by Di Bishop, ?January 

1982; various published items related to the work of NICRO, eg  

(National Council of Women)  NCW News February 1981, 

NICRO newsletters etc 

iv. The Aged / pensions  (1981 - 1984) includes: PFP fact sheet 

on social old age pensions; correspondence, pressclippings, 

statistics, definitions, projections re pensions and the difference 

between black and white pensioners’ payments; statement by 

Di Bishop with enclosures and report regarding “Select 

Committee alleged breach of privilege by Mrs D J Bishop” 

(March 1982); letter to the press re pensions and the race gap 

(April 1983); report on SAWAS House, Pinelands, Cape, 

compiled by D J Weaver (later D J Bishop); references to aged 

persons celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; references to 

various welfare organizations and copies of newsletters etc. 

v. De Hoop nature reserve etc   (1981 - 1983) correspondence, 

pressclippings etc reflecting the controversy about the planned 

siting of a missile range at De Hoop conservation area, and 

copies of questions asked in the Provincial Council regarding 

this issue; questions asked in the Provincial Council about the 

Potberg Environmental Education Centre; pressclippings, 

statements etc re the PFP campaign to delay the activation of 

the Koeberg nuclear power station until the public had been 

given safety assurances; material regarding the trade in 

endangered species of flora and fauna; Di Bishop’s ms notes 

and other information about imposition of community service in 

Kirstenbosch, instead of fine or imprisonment, in a case 

involving the accidental spreading of a fire on Table Mountain; 

reference in the press to racial discrimination in the provision of 

facilities for whites only in conservation areas; correspondence 

etc re the Upper Table Valley policy plan; correspondence and 

questions in the Provincial Council regarding the distribution of 

Nature and Environmental Conservation Department’s 

publications exclusively to white schools; correspondence and 



pressclippings re various environmental matters in the western 

Cape, including the poisoning of vultures and the campaign 

against illegal hunting and poaching                  

vi. Toivo Ya Toivo and Namibia (1984 – 1986) correspondence 

between Brian Bishop and Toivo Ya Toivo, with comments on 

the situation in South Africa etc; letter of condolence to Di 

Bishop and tribute to Brian Bishop;  pressclipping from 

Windhoek Observer 16 June 1984, re arrests of Ruppel and 

Lubowski; paper (1985) by Gerhard Totemeyer read at SAIIA: 

“Détente or aggression  -  South Africa’s policy in Southern 

Africa with special emphasis on Namibia” 

vii. Provincial Council minutes etc  (1982 -  1983) includes 

pressclippings re debates in Provincial Council; extract from 

Hansard 27 February 1984 re report of the commission of 

inquiry into the South African Council of Churches;  

Government Gazette of 7 July 1982, in which was published the 

Environment Conservation Act, 1982; minutes of the Cape 

Provincial Council and texts of provincial draft ordinances etc 

viii. Bannings, detainees, crime, deaths in detention, prisons 

etc  pressclippings;  correspondence and press statement re 

the Civil Rights League’s annual campaign against banning;  

SAIRR publications: fact sheet on bannings (?1982) and  “The 

silenced – bannings in South Africa” by Sean Moroney and 

Linda Ensor (?1983); flyer re a public meeting (banned) in 

memory of Batandwa Ndondo (October 1985) 

ix. Boycotts, beach apartheid etc  (1980 - 1985 ) pressclippings 

about economic, political and sports boycotts; correspondence, 

pressclippings and reports on beach apartheid in the Cape 

Peninsula and in the East London area 

x. Traffic control in the townships  (1983 – 1985) contains 

correspondence (involving Peninsula Welfare Forum, divisional 

councillors and others); pressclippings, provincial council 

debate and questions, provincial roads engineer’s report, 

municipal report etc re provision of  traffic police in the 

townships   

xi. Local government  (1981 - 1984 ) copies of laws, regulations 

and circulars related to local government bodies; 

pressclippings, correspondence, questions in provincial council; 

the various topics referred to include: “whites-only” signs in 

Wilderness-George area and at the Cango Caves, government 

instructions that the Coloured Management Committee of 

Bethelsdorp must change the names of Nelson Mandela Street 

and Steve Biko Street, undated photograph in unidentified 

locality of street signs for Alan Hendrickse Str and Steve Biko 

Cres; controversy regarding the proposed rezoning of 

Goodwood showgrounds etc 

xii. Licences  (1981 – 1982) official publications produced by the 

provincial council etc, pressclippings and ms notes re the 

Business Licensing Ordinance 1981 

xiii. Art and Arts Council  (1966 – 1984) copy of articles of 

association of Cape Performing Arts Board (1966) 

pressclippings, official reports, etc 



xiv. Kannemeyer Commission   (1985)  sections of final report of 

commission; report on the Kannemeyer Commission compiled 

by Errol Moorcroft MP; pressclippings from local newspapers 

and one from the London Times 1 May 1985; ms notes re 

enquiry, possibly taken during the course of the enquiry 

xv. Eloff Commission  (1984) comments by Dave Dalling MP on 

the Eloff and Hoexter Commissions; paper by Bishop Desmond 

Tutu on the Eloff Commission (February 1984);  transcript of a 

SATV interview, published in SA Outlook March 1979: Revd 

Peter Storey interviewed by Bill Chalmers, re the SACC; article 

by Terence Parker about the Eloff Commission, in the journal 

Perspective, March 1984;  ms notes re Eloff Commission and 

SACC 

xvi. Un-named lever-arch file containing: The journal Reality 

September 1985; pamphlet issued by Durban Descom: “You 

and the police”; pamphlet issued by NAMDA: “First aid 

guidelines”; ADAC news August 1985; Crisis news, November 

1985; letter to the Argus 10 December 1988 from Di Bishop, on 

40th anniversary of the UN Declaration of Human Rights; flyer 

for public meeting re Children at risk … 29 October 1985;  joint 

statement (dated 5 November 1985) issued by twenty-three 

Cape Town organizations opposed to the state of emergency; 

the journal Seek, November 1985; Good Shepherd Church, 

Protea, leaflet: “Peacemaking in a divided society”, 18 August 

1985; SAIRR News, November 1985; news item about sale of 

toy Caspirs to raise funds for the police aged (May 1985); 

project by D J Weaver (later Bishop) comparing daily life of  

“African, Asiatic, Coloured”  people; items re detention of 

children and ms notes for talk at UCT freshers’ week in 

February 1987, “Why I support the ECC”; items re use and 

abuse of alcohol (1981 – 1982); articles on South Africa from 

“In these times” July – September 1985; items on Natal (1985 

– 1993), including a paper about the life of Chief A J Luthuli,  

by G Khabela; US information service: text of interview with 

Chester Crocker on US Africa policy, May 1984; ts, possibly by 

Ed Coombe, about weekly “fast” for justice; open letter to 

“geagte Nasionalis” from G R A Bouwer, of  “Die Christelike-

Nasionale Volksfront”; Memorandum for presentation to State 

President PW Botha during a meeting with church leaders in 

Pretoria on Manday 19 August 1985; correspondence (letter of 

appreciation to Di Weaver (later Bishop) and minutes re Crisis 

Professional Social Service (1974 – 1975); chapter “Black 

consciousness and the quest for a true humanity” by Steve 

Biko, from an unidentified book; article “The struggle for South 

Africa – an interview with Steve Biko” by Bernard Zylstra, 

published in Canadian Forum, December – January 1977 – 78; 

chapter “What is Black consciousness?” by Nyameko Pityana, 

from an unidentified book;  address to students at UCT, June 

1972, “The new Black” by Bennie A Khoapa; material re 

deportation of Gottfried Kraatz, a Lutheran pastor (February 

1986); pressclipping about Chris Hani (Daily News 14 April 

1993); item re arrest and imprisonment without trial, in 

November 1985, of Charles Barnard, a member of the Galilean 



Pentecostal Church; pressclippings re use of TV as a 

propaganda tool etc (1982); several letters to Di Bishop from 

Molly Blackburn, Judy Chalmers, etc etc (1985 – 1992), and 

programme for a presentation by the Human Relations Centre 

in honour of human achievers, including Brian and Di Bishop, 

held on 16 December 1985 in Mitchell’s Plein; pressclipping: 

Donald Woods on white prejudice etc; PFP directory of South 

African newspapers 1983; Albie Sachs on the constitution and 

bill of rights; items re Nelson Mandela etc, including article in 

the newspaper South, 15 to 21 February 1990; UDF Update Vol 

1 No. 1 July 1985; UDF Up Front (? mid-1985); ABRECSA 

(Alliance of Black Reformed Christians in Southern Africa): 

suggested order of service for World day of prayer for the end 

of unjust rule in South Africa, on 16 June (?1984 / 1985);                                          

xvii. Pressclippings 1982 – 1983 and 1985 - 1994  These 

selected pressclippings relate to various topics reflected in the 

documents listed above, and may provide an additional source 

of information: eg some of the 1992 pressclippings throw light 

on the events covered in 8.iv. (re Matthew Goniwe); and the 

topic of beach apartheid (see 20.ix.) is referred to in the 1986 

pressclippings. 


